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Report to the Senate from 

Committee on Undergraduate Programs 

Chair: Laura Reissner 
First Reading: October 2, 2007 

 

Subjects:

1. Department of Economics: Change the title of EC 101 The American 

Economy to Introduction to Economics and revise the bulletin description. 

2. Department of Modern Languages and Literatures: 

a. Revise the French Minor by: 

i. Requiring FR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 8 to 4 

b. Revise the German Minor by: 

i.  requiring GR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 8 to 4 

c. Revise the Spanish Minor by: 

i.  Requiring SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 16 to 12 

d. Revise the Spanish Major by: 

i.  Requiring SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 28 to 24 

e. Modify department/program policies to include the following: 

i. Require at least 8 credits toward departmental majors 

(French, Secondary Education French, Spanish, and 

Secondary Education Spanish) be taken under the direct 

supervision of NMU faculty. 

ii. Require at least 4 credits toward Departmental minors 

(French, French Education, German, German Education, 

Spanish, and Spanish Education) be taken under the direct 

supervision of NMU faculty. 

iii. Require students take a departmentally administered exam 

and show proficiency at the “C” level or better before a 

corresponding course taken abroad meets the requirement of 

FR 400, GR 400 or SN 400. 

 

 

Recommendations: 

 

1. Department of Economics: Change the title of EC 101 The American 

Economy to Introduction to Economics and revise the bulletin description. 

 

Rationale: The current title of this course implies that the content is only concerned with 

the American economy when in fact the course is a one-semester survey of the discipline 

of economics and does include several areas of international economics.  The new title 
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and bulletin description better reflects the actual course content.  See Appendix A for 

associated bulletin changes. 

 

Cost: There are no costs associated with this proposal. 

 

Implementation Date: Fall 2008 

 

2. Department of Modern Languages and Literatures: 

a. Revise the French Minor by: 

i. Requiring FR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 8 to 4 

 

Rationale:  Outcomes data gathered in the Department of Modern Languages and 

Literatures reveal widely varying proficiencies from one student to the next after 

completing their respective language majors or minors. Requiring FR/GR/SN 400 for 

both minors and majors will create a minimum proficiency baseline in grammar and 

writing for graduates. It should be noted that up to this point 400 has been required for all 

Education Language majors and minors, but not for non-Education Language majors and 

minors.  This proposal will normalize the requirement across all majors and minors in the 

Department. The reduction of 4 credits of electives will keep the total credits required the 

same. 

 

b. Revise the German Minor by: 

i.  requiring GR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 8 to 4  

 

Rationale:  Same as above. 

 

c. Revise the Spanish Minor by: 

i.  Requiring SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 16 to 12 

 

Rationale:  Same as above. 

 

d. Revise the Spanish Major by: 

i.  Requiring SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 

ii. Reducing the number of 300-400 level electives from 28 to 24 

 

Rationale:  Same as above. 

 

e. Modify department/program policies to include the following: 

i. Require at least 8 credits toward departmental majors 

(French, Secondary Education French, Spanish, and 

Secondary Education Spanish) be taken under the direct 

supervision of NMU faculty. 
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Rationale:  It is believed that the widely varying abilities of graduates is that some take 

few or none of their classes directly from NMU faculty. They take courses abroad or at 

other universities, so NMU faculty have had no idea about their abilities or the quality of 

education they have received. The residency requirements address this issue and assure 

that faculty more fully assess and help students attain baseline proficiency before they 

graduate.  

 

ii. Require at least 4 credits toward Departmental minors 

(French, French Education, German, German Education, 

Spanish, and Spanish Education) be taken under the direct 

supervision of NMU faculty. 

 

Rationale: Same as above.  

 

iii. Require students take a departmentally administered exam 

and show proficiency at the “C” level or better before a 

corresponding course taken abroad meets the requirement of 

FR 400, GR 400 or SN 400. 

 

 

Rationale:  Passing FR/GR/SN 400 with a “C” or better is the minimum requirement for 

graduates who take the course on campus. This policy will ensure students who take “the 

equivalent” course abroad acquire proficiency to that baseline level. 

 

 See Appendix B for all related bulletin copy. 

 

Cost: Evaluating GR/FR & SN 400 exams for students who have studied abroad will take 

some time, but the faculty of the department are willing to do the extra work on load. 

There are no other additional costs associated with this proposal. 

 

Implementation Date: Fall 2008 
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Appendix A:   
Economics Department 
Proposed Bulletin Descriptions 
 
Bulletin Description: 
EC 101 The American Economy Introduction to Economics 4 cr. 
Offered: Fall, winter, summer 
• Satisfies the foundations of social sciences requirement. 
Introduction to economics applied to the institutions of the American 
economy, emphasizing historical and current events. A survey of the basic principles of 
economics with an emphasis on their application to current issues and/or historical 
events.  Major economic structures like the banking system, government and global exchange 
are discussed. Supply and demand forces and their impact on these structures are addressed. 
Note: Not open to students who have credit in, or are currently enrolled in, 
another economics course. May be counted toward a major or minor in 
economics. 
 

Appendix B: 
Modern Languages and Literature 
Proposed Bulletin Copy 

 
MINOR PROGRAMS 

French Minor 
Total Credits Required for Minor 20 

FR 201 Intermediate French I 4 
FR 202 Intermediate French II 4 
FR 300 Reading and Writing 4 
FR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 4 
French Electives 300 or 400 level 8  4 

LG 399 Graduation Assessment for Language Minors 0 

 
German Minor 
Total Credits Required for Minor 20 

GR 201 Intermediate German I 4 
GR 202 Intermediate German II 4 
GR 300 Reading and Writing 4 
GR 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 4 
German Electives 300 or 400 level 8  4 

LG 399 Graduation Assessment for Language Minors 0 

 

Spanish Minor 
Total Credits Required for Minor 20 

SN 300 Reading and Writing 4 
SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 4 
Spanish Electives 300 or 400 level (except SN 314) 16 12 

LG 399 Graduation Assessment for Language Minors 0 
 
 
 

Spanish Major 
Required Courses in Major 32 

SN 300 Reading and Writing 4 
SN 400 Advanced Composition and Grammar 4 
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Spanish Electives 300 or 400 level (except SN 314) 28 24 
 

Departmental /Program Policies 
 

Residency Requirements 
Departmental majors must take a minimum of 8 credit hours toward their major under the 
direct supervision of NMU faculty. 
Departmental minors must take a minimum of 4 credit hours toward their minor under the 
direct supervision of NMU faculty. 

 
 

Study Abroad Programs 
Students who major or minor in French, German or Spanish are encouraged to study abroad for 
at least a semester to improve their language skills and to become immersed in the target 
culture. Programs are also open to students in other disciplines who want to pursue their studies 
abroad. For more information please see the “Study Abroad” section of this bulletin. 
 
FR/GR/SN 400 Abroad 
FR/GR/ or SN 400 cannot be taken abroad.  However, students may substitute an advanced 
grammar and composition course taken abroad for 400 by taking an NMU 400 final exam in 
the corresponding language and passing with a “C” or better.  If students do not pass the 
exam with a “C” or better, they can wait at least one month, study for the exam, and take it 
again.   
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 


